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<date>
VFW Post <number> & Ladies Auxiliary
Scholarship Programs
Patriot’s Pen

This scholarship program is a youth essay open to 6th, 7th and 8th grade students.  The essay must be 300-400 typewritten words (see brochure for more details).  The theme for this year’s essay is “<theme>”.  

The contest is conducted at four levels: local, district, state and national and plaques and/or prizes will be awarded at each level.  State winners will receive at least a $1,000 savings bond plus an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. for the winner and a parent or guardian.  The national winner will receive a $10,000 savings bond.*

The deadline for submission at the local level is November 1st, <year>.

Voice of Democracy

This scholarship program is an oral essay open to 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade students.  The CD or tape recorded essay must be 3-5 minutes (+/- 5 seconds) accompanied by a typed copy (see brochure for more details).  The theme for this year’s essay is “<theme>”.  

The contest is conducted at four levels: local, district, state and national and plaques and/or prizes will be awarded at each level.  State winners will receive a portion of the $146,000 national awards plus an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. for the winner and a parent or guardian.  The national winner will receive a $30,000 scholarship.*

The deadline for submission at the local level is November 1st, <year>.

Young American Creative Patriotic Art Awards

This scholarship program is to express patriotism through art and is open to 9th, 10th, 11th and 12th grade students.  All art must be on canvas or paper using water color, pencil, pastels, charcoal, tempera, crayon, acrylic, pen-and-ink, or oil.  Digital art may also be used, but submissions must be on canvas or paper.  Any representations of the American Flag must conform to the Federal Flag Code (see brochure for more details). 

The contest is conducted at four levels: local, district, state and national and plaques and/or prizes may be awarded at each level.  The national winner will receive a $10,000 scholarship plus airfare and two nights lodging to attend the Ladies Auxiliary National Convention.*

The deadline for submission at the local level is March 31, <year>
* State and National prizes are usually awarded to 2nd and 3rd place winners.  In the case of Patriot’s Pen, the top 43 state winners will receive a minimum of $1,000 savings bond.
When composing patriotic art or essays it may be helpful to keep in mind the criteria that it will be judged by as well as accurately reflecting the theme.  Please review the brochures carefully and thoroughly to make sure your entries do not get eliminated for any reason.  We want to see your creation being enjoyed by our nation’s veterans and leaders.  Your devotion and love for this country will be an inspiration to all.

pa·tri·ot·ism  - devoted love, support, and defense of one's country; national loyalty.

http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/patriotism
Veterans Day is an American holiday honoring military veterans. Both a federal holiday and a state holiday in all states, it is celebrated on the same day as Armistice Day or Remembrance Day in other parts of the world, falling on November 11, the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended World War I (Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the German signing of the Armistice).
Veterans Day is largely intended to thank living veterans for their service, to acknowledge that their contributions to [United States] national security are appreciated, and to underscore the fact that all those who served - not only those who died - have sacrificed and done their duty.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day
Memorial Day is a United States federal holiday that is observed on the last Monday of May (observed this year on May 28). It was formerly known as Decoration Day. This holiday commemorates U.S. men and women who have died in military service to their country. It began first to honor Union soldiers who died during the American Civil War. After World War I, it was expanded to include those who died in any war or military action. One of the longest standing traditions is the running of the Indianapolis 500, which has been held in conjunction with Memorial Day since 1911.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_day 
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